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Courtesy, Bulmer’s Pointe
TheBulmer’s Pointe project lies on the northeastern corner of Kootenay Lake, the largest natural lake in British Columbia.
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T
he site isn’t on ama-
jor highway.
It’s a two-hour

drive to the closest
airportwith regular

airline service. Kaslo, the closest town,
is a 30-minute drive away and is home to

about 1,000people. For
something bigger,
Nelson, population
9,258, is reachable af-
ter a 90-minute drive.
It’s no secret: Bul-

mer’s Pointe is se-
cluded. But that’s exactly the
appeal of the waterfront resort, says de-

veloper Ryan O’Connor.
“We joke that, if twoboats pass each other on

the lake, that itmust be busy long
weekend traffic,” saysO’Connor, di-
rector of Bulmer’sDevelopment Ltd.
“Like anywaterfront property, the
biggest draw is the lake, and that’s
how I got into it.”
The lake in question isKootenay

Lake, the largest natural lake in
BritishColumbia.

Despite its size, it’s much less
renowned in the tourism circles

as, say, its neighbour in

the Okanagan.
Thatmeans anyonewhopurchases

one of the 33 lots at the resort, 25 of
which sit directly on thewater,will
almost never have to share the
lakewith anyone else, says
O’Connor.

Whether it’s forskiing in thewin-
ter,orgolfingandboating in the
summer,manyCalgarians’ first
thoughtsareofourneighbouring
provincetothewest.
B.C.hasbecomemorethan justa
touristdestination,however.
Calgarianshavevotedwiththeir
financialheartsaswell, buying
cottagesandcondosas invest-
mentandrecreationproperties.
And,while theOkanaganandCo-
lumbiaValleycontinuetobethe
mostpopulardestinations,Calgar-
ianshavealso lookedfurtherafield
throughoutVancouver Islandand
the lowermainland.Asaresult,
theHerald isundertakingan11-
partseriesonprojects throughout
B.C. thatour readersmightbe in-
terested in—whetherasa long-
terminvestment,asaplacefor
families togatherandplayto-
getheror, in thecaseofmanybaby
boomers,ahometoretire to.So
joinus forour tourofsunnyB.C.

—BarbLivingstone,editor

An 11-part series running
fromAug. 16 toOct. 25.

Lastweek: Columbia Valley
Thisweek: Southeast B.C.

(Cranbrook, Kimberley, Nelson,
Rossland and Fernie).

Nextweek: Okanagan (Vernon,
Kelowna andWestbank).

Sept. 6: Okanagan (Osoyoos,
Naramata, Penticton
andOkanagan Falls.

Sept. 20: Kamloops,Merritt,
Sicamous,Mara Lake
andShuswap Lake.

Sept. 27: Golden andRevelstoke.
Oct. 4: Victoria area.

Oct. 11: Comox andCourtenay.
Oct. 18: Tofino andUcluelet.

Oct. 25: Vancouver.
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From the very moment you pass through the stone pillars at

Trepanier Manor, the sounds of silence and the natural beauty

embrace you. Immediately you know this is the place you have

always promised yourself. An exceptional twenty-five acres of

essentially untouched mountaintop in the charming community

of Peachland, BC. A limited collection of twenty stunning

English country homes. An unparalleled five-star boutique hotel offering every imaginable amenity and service.

Few places in British Columbia compare to the majestic beauty of the Okanagan. No place compares to Trepanier

Manor. It is a unique and inspired investment in the quintessential English country lifestyle.

For five-star service, priority register at www.livinginthemanor.com. Preview Centre at Hainle Winery

in Peachland on Trepanier Bench Road (just off Hwy 97). Open daily 11am-5pm except Mondays.

Priced from $1 million.

1.866.503.0133 www.livinginthemanor.com

MULTIPLE REALTY LTD. PRICING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND AVAILABILITY WITHOUT NOTICE. ALL VISUALS ARE AN ARTISTIC REPRESENTATION AND INTENDED FOR GENERAL REFERENCE ONLY. E. & O. E.

Live beautifully.
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“I grew up going to Kelowna, and
it’s really becoming more of a city
atmosphere there,” he says. “I love
the place, but some people want to
go to the lake to escape from the
city.”
Bulmer’s Pointe, encompassing 32

hectares of beachfront on the
northeastern edge of
Kootenay Lake, is the
latest in a number of
resort development
in the region spurred
by its proximity to
Alberta.
Although relaxed

when compared to
the Okanagan or the
Shuswap, local
tourism officials say
Albertans and other
travellers are increas-
ingly taking notice of
the region as a hid-
den gem.
“Our challenge is-

n’t attracting atten-
tion anymore,” says
Chris Dadson, presi-
dent of Kootenay
Rockies Tourism, the
local industry infor-
mation andmarket-
ing organization. “It’s
how to maintain our
character. We have a
number of new de-
velopments here, and
we want to keep the
very pristine, very
slow, enjoyable pace
of life here.”
The Kootenays has

been the fastest
growing tourism
hotbed in B.C., with
the visitor count
growing threefold in
the last decade.
The increased at-

tention has led to real
estate growth, too.
Last year, the region’s
sales rose by 37 per
cent compared with
2006, the largest gain
in the entire
province.
The region has

even caught the eye
of American tourists,
and Atlanta’s Delta
Air Lines announced this summer
that the company will begin sea-
sonal weekly flights between Salt
Lake City and Cranbrook’s Cana-
dian Rockies International Airport.
“This allows people to take ad-

vantage of the great skiing there

and offers another great winter
recreation destination,” says Delta
spokesman Anthony Black, adding
Cranbrook is the only airport
served by the airline in B.C. besides
Vancouver. “We look for unique op-
portunities where others may not
be offering service.”

But despite the
increasing efforts
to attract tourists
within the
province and from
south of the bor-
der, the majority of
the visitors still
hail fromWild
Rose Country, says
Dadson.
“A couple of peo-

ple living onmy
street (in Kimber-
ley) live in Calgary,
too,” he says. “So
Albertans are very
much involved in
maintaining a high
level of facilities
here. And the baby
boomers are just
starting to reach
retirement age, so I
think this trend is
just starting.”
O’Connor says

that appeal of the
Kootenay’s unique
tranquility is ex-
actly what should
make Bulmer’s
Pointe a success in
Alberta.
The developer

has already
conducted two
open houses,
one in Calgary
and one in Edmon-
ton, and a small
group of interested
buyers was
flown down to
the site.
If the response is

any indication, the
33 lots shouldn’t
last long, O’Con-
nor says.
“We flew nine

people down,” he
says. “Seven of
them bought.”

There are currently 300 people
on the project’s interested buyers’
list.
The resort will have a caretaker

to maintain the properties while
owners are away. The caretaker
will also carry some food andmed-

ical supplies, O’Connor says, miti-
gating the site’s remote nature.
But Bulmer’s Pointe, reachable by

a seven-hour drive from Calgary, is-
n’t being hindered by its distance
from cities and towns, he adds.
“There has been a shift,” he

says. “Where it used to be negative
to have land in undeveloped
wilderness, a couple of years ago,
it became something that’s not
so bad a few years ago. Now, it’s a
plus. People are willing to pay
huge premiums to access the
wilderness.”
O’Connor says that people realize

the value of the property, especially
when compared with its busier
neighbour to the west.
Bulmer’s Pointe’s lots are sized

from 0.2 to 1 hectare each. Prices
range from $325,000 to $635,000.
“If you take one of our lots and

put it in Kelowna, you’d be talking
about a $5 million lot,” O’Connor
says, adding local officials are al-
ready limiting development on the
lake, putting further value on Bul-
mer’s Pointe.
“There’s only so much water-

front, and it’s slowly being used up.
Kootenay lake is going to be some-

thing in very short supply and very
high demand, and there is defi-
nitely a timeline where you want to
buy within.”
Kootenay Rockies Tourism’s

Dadson says demand is only going
to get more intense once
the Delta flight to Cran-
brook opens the market
up to American visitors.
The region is also

served by Castlegar Air-
port, with regular flights
to Calgary and Vancou-
ver.
Although challenged

with the strong
Canadian dollar and
expensive gasoline
prices, Dadson says
unofficial returns seem
to show the local
tourism industry doing
fairly well.
“It’s all anecdotal at

this point, but consider-
ing the challenges, most
communities say they are doing
pretty darn good,” he says, noting a
marked increase in visitors coming
from elsewhere in British Colum-
bia.

But the bulk of the traffic remains
Albertans, and O’Connor says he
sees the potential for more.
“I can still find people today

in townwhere I have to explain
to themwhere (the Kootenays) is,”

he says. “It’s amazing
not many people in Cal-
gary know about it.
“A lot of it is educating

people on the region,
not just the site. But
no question, more
people want the
location, and they’re
willing to drive seven
hours to get it. It’s a
similar drive to
Kelowna. If flying is
critical to a buyer, he or
she isn’t going to be
looking at the Koote-
nays anyways. The type
of people this attracts
don’t want to leave the
city and go to another
city.”

O’Connor says construction on
the showhome onsite is well under-
way, and he expects the first resi-
dents to start building by the end of
next year.
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LAKE: ‘Escape from the city’

PROJECT:Bul-
mer’s Pointe, a
waterfront resort
project,with 33
acreage-style lots,
25 directly on the
waterfront. Lots
range from0.28
to 1.21 hectares.
DEVELOPER:
RocoDevelop-

ments.
PRICE:$200,000s (for
non-waterfrontwilder-
ness lots) to the
$300,000 to $600,000
range (waterfront lots).
LOCATION:Northeastern
corner of Kootenay Lake,
reachable off Highway 31
fromKaslo andNelson,
B.C.
DIRECTIONS: FromCal-
gary, Bulmer’s Pointe can
be accessed by taking
the Trans-CanadaHigh-
way to Revelstoke. Head
southbound onHighway
23. TakeHighway 31 at
the junction and turn left
at theArgenta/Johnson's
Landing exit about 100
kilometres southeast.
The drive is roughly
seven hours.
BYAIR:Commercial
flights to and fromCal-
gary are available daily to
nearbyCastlegar Airport.
Atlanta’s Delta Airlines
also plans to begin sea-
sonalweekly flights from
Salt LakeCity toCran-
brook’s Canadian Rockies
International Airport.
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Courtesy, Bulmer’s Pointe
The showhomeat the Bulmer’s Pointe development is under construction. Six lots have already been sold.
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